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Montorio >

All roads lead to the Hypogeum

“The Hypogeum and its paths”

map was created by
the Hypogeum Volunteer Youth Group to aid visits to the
Hypogeum and to promote the area.

Urban Trekking, just a
“step away” from Verona

Ecotourism,

Healthy fun while
respec�ng the
environment.
The Hypogeum is the fulcrum of the journey!
The six routes chosen all start and end from the square
in Santa Maria in Stelle, touching different points of
interest: cultural, naturalistic and recreational.
The timing varies from 40 minutes to 3 hours, and the
trails are not particularly difficult for excursions.

Piccolo Stelvio
Easy

40’

2.10 Km

This is undoubtedly the most popular and well-known path in
the hills, adjacent to the square of Santa Maria in Stelle. A walk
along hairpin bends that wind sinuously and rhythmically
between broccoli gardens and olive groves, cultivated with
passion by the local farmers. At the highest point of the walk,
on top of the hill called Maroni, a breath-taking panorama
overlooks East Verona and the Po Valley all the way to the
Apennines.
The Piccolo Stelvio path is the pulsating heart of all the other
trails. Once at the top you can head back down to flat land in
just a few minutes or connect up with various other trails or
shortcuts that intersect.

2h 20’

L’Oltrevalle
Medium

3h 15’

11.8 Km

This path, passing through the small centre of Maroni, takes
the trekker through the hills full of olive trees and wooded
clearings, touching the western side of Val Squaranto. From
this stretch of the trek, you can admire the summit of Monte
Carega to the north east, the ridge of S. Rocco di Piegara and
the plains of East Verona.
Continuing along the trail you reach the “Piloton”, a beautiful
megalith from the prehistoric era.
From here you can go downhill to admire Villa Balladoro or go on
towards the centre of Novaglie, through a magical forest where you
will come across the “Fontana delle streghe”. Once you’ve climbed
back up the hill and passed through the olive trees, meadows and
forests, you will be back in the ancient village of Vendri.

Sentiero di Venere
Very easy

55’

3.44 Km

Along this trail, which is the easiest of the six, you are down in
the valley in less than an hour, where you can visit the ancient
village of Vendri or Vico Veneris, as it was once called in honour
of the Goddess Venus.
After having left the centre of Stelle you are led onto a dirt road
that heads south. It’s the start of the cycle path that takes you
straight to the city!
A short while after, the trail abandons the cycle path and veers
off to the left returning to Vendri’s main road, where it goes along
the walls of villa Ca’ Vendri and leads to the church dedicated to
S. Zeno, erected on the ruins of the temple of Venus.

The map is an invitation to Slow Tourism, allowing
visitors to discover the surrounding areas of the Hypogeum, Valpantena and Val Squaranto, without disturbing
the peaceful life of its small towns, residents, landscapes,
history and traditions..

the Hypogeum
The Hypogeum of Santa Maria in Stelle (commonly
known as “the Pantheon") is an archaeological site
and a place of Christian worship; the only one of its
kind.
The Hypogeum, from the Greek ὑπό «below» and
γῆ «ground», owes its name to its conformation: the
site presents itself as an underground temple
branching out below the parish church of Santa
Maria Assunta.
It was first built to be a Roman aqueduct and has
undergone many changes over the centuries: from a
nymphaeum dedicated to worshipping water to a
baptismal font, well as being a destination for
medieval pilgrimages.
Its frescoes are precious, dating back to the 4th
and 5th centuries A.D.: they are unique for their
style, originality and excellent state of preservation.
The site is extremely delicate, we therefore kindly
ask you to check the visitors’ information (days,
times, maximum number of visitors and costs) on our
website www.ipogeostelle.it.

La Pontara

Monte Cucco
Challenging

The map is an easy and accessible tool for everyone who
wishes to combine a visit to the Hypogeum with a walk
through the hills. It is an opportunity to go trekking just
outside Verona, which will allow you to discover an area
rich in culture and naturalistic landscapes with authentic
food.

“The Hypogeum and its paths” offers a range of trails with
different levels of difficulty, accessible to everyone

8.27 Km

A trail through farmlands, woods of flowering ash and
hornbeams, you arrive, after a long climb up, at the shrine of
S. Vincenzo located on the top of the hill of Monte Cucco.
From here you can admire the striking panorama over
Valpantena and the Lessini mountains with Monte Baldo.
After the climb up, you reach the ridge and subsequently a
beautiful walk down through olive trees and vineyards above
the village of Sezano.
The path also touches the ancient centre of Cellore and the IX
century Olivetan Monastery in Sezano.

You are free to roam wherever
you want! The paths once taken
are not binding.
You can choose your direction, detours
and shortcuts, just follow the map
and pay attention to the signs.

Medium

1h 15’

4.6 Km

“La Pontara” as it is called in Venetian starts from the street to
the right of the square heading south, but be aware because
from a pleasant dirt road, it transforms suddenly into a steep
climb. Cyclists call it “the wailing wall” for the sporting sacrifice
made, which is repaid by the beautiful meadow at the end of
the “big climb”, offering a 180 degree view over the valley.
Above all, you can see the small village of Santa Maria in
Stelle, with its bell tower that proudly rises from a village that
has stood still in time. Continuing on the main trail you come to
the fields of lavender and the village of Maroni, with its
traditional terraces called “marogne”. Then, going down the
Piccolo Stelvio, you return to the church square.

Il Tornaindrio
Medium

1h 5’

3.40 Km

Setting off from the square and heading along the “Piccolo
Stelvio” you get to the village of Maroni. The view from here,
framed by olive groves, is just as unique as the sensation of
peace that it brings. Heading north you come to a dirt road on
your left called “la Strada Fonda” by the locals, along which
you can arrive back in Santa Maria in Stelle in 20 minutes. The
path back is very steep and rough, but the “biancone” stone
walls give it character. It is undoubtedly the quickest way to get
back to the small town, passing through the colourful and
quaint houses of the village, which the locals call “the Ghetto”.

How to get
From the city center of Verona
By car 20’
By bus 30’
By bike 35’
Parking area
Parking spaces are limited, so
as not to block the streets
of the village, we recommend
parking in:
The car park next to Baita degli
Alpini and the playground.
Via Giuseppe Silvestri 27, Verona

Parking area to the right of the
church square.
GVI - Giovani Volontari Ipogeo
Parish of Santa Maria Assunta
Via Pantheon 1, S. Maria in Stelle,
37142 Verona
www.ipogeostelle.it
info@ipogeostelle.it

